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Meeting Your Chinese Partner's Family | Companion Worksheet
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Understand common family phrases whose real meaning differs from the literal words, then respond naturally from arrival to
goodbye.

ZEZMEJE Approximate level HSK 2-4
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lai jia lai ba, hai dai shén

me dong xi

bii yong, bi yong

ni tai shou le

dué chi didn

wo géi ni zhuang didn

dong xi

you kong chang lai

man zou

You shouldn't have

brought anything.

No, no, don't.

You are too thin.

Eat some more.

Let me pack something

for you.

Come again when you

have time.

Walk slowly.
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Take care on your way

home.
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sha shu hdo, a yi hdao!

Hello, Uncle. Hello, Auntie.
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zhé shi wo géi nin dai de yi didn xido xin yi.

I brought you a small token.
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wo huan tuo xié.

I'll change into the slippers.

shi shu

avi

yé ye / ndi nai

shii shu / a yi

ni hdo

ji€ jie

ming zi / xido ming
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Uncle

Auntie

Grandpa / Grandma

Uncle / Auntie

Hello

older sister

name / nickname
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HZ/EEHT‘I‘{E /L\ﬁﬁ chi bdo shi zén me shuo
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wo chi bdo le. zhén de chi bdo le.

I'm full. I'm really full.

KNIz 7!
tar hdo chi le!

It was delicious!
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Culture note Not every family is the same. Read the gesture in context and follow your partnet's lead.
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Vi gé yué néng zhéng

dué shao a?

gong zuo shi zuo shén

me de?

ba ba ma ma shén tf

hdo ma?

shén me shi hou dd

suan jié han?
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How much do you

earn each month?

What do you do for

work?

Are your parents well?

When are you

planning to marry?
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hai xing, gou hua.

wo zai yi jid gong si

7u0 she ji.

dou ting hdo de, xié

xie a yi.

wo men hai zai shang

liang.

Enough to get by.

I'm a designer at a

company.

They're both well,

thank you.

We're still discussing

it.
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wo bu tai néng hé, wo yong chd dai jiti, ké yi ma?

I can't drink much. May I toast you with tea instead?
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Pour for elders first and yourself last.

Tap the table twice with two fingers to say

thanks.

I can't drink much. May I toast you with

tea instead?

Keep the rim of your glass slightly lower

than the eldet's.

Offer once. If they stop you, sit down.

Ask at the kitchen door: How did you make
this dish?

Auntie, please go back inside. You don't

need to see us off.

Thank you, Auntie. That's so kind of you.
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ta men de ai bu zar zui Ii, zar kuai zi shang.
Their love isn't spoken. It comes through their chopsticks.
1iEPkik Speaking challenge
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Role-play the full visit in Chinese: greeting, gift, dinner, salary question, tea toast and goodbye. Use at least six sentences.
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4 I can't drink much. May I toast you with tea instead?
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